
 

Planned 
Excavations and 

Inadvertent 
Discoveries on 

Federal or Tribal 
Land 

Human Remains 
and Associated 

Funerary Objects 

Unassociated Funerary 
Objects, Sacred Objects, 

Objects of Cultural Patrimony

Can a Lineal 
Descendent 

be Identified? Is the Excavation 
or Discovery on 

Tribal Land? 

Yes No

Yes No

Is There a 
Claim? 

Yes

Return

Is There a 
Claim? 

Can Cultural Affiliation 
be Determined? 

Yes No Yes No

 
Is There a 
Claim? 

Yes

Return

Return

Is the Excavation or 
Discovery on Aboriginal 

Land? 

Yes No

Is There a Tribe with 
a Stronger Cultural 

Relationship? 

Yes No

Is There a Claim from the 
Tribe on Whose Aboriginal 

Lands the Excavation or 
Discovery took Place?

Yes No

Return

Is There a Claim from the 
Tribe with the Stronger 

Relationship? 

Yes No

Return

No

No

Unclaimed remains 
and cultural items 

Remains for which no 
claimant is identified in 
NAGPRA 

Priority of Ownership 
NAGPRA Section 3; 25 U.S.C. 3002(a)  


